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Principles of Common Right and Free- DE 
. dome, bnefely laid open and aflcr- : A 
red in two Chapters, 


I: Containing the diftint Intereſts ef King, Parliament and beo 
pie; conſiſſing in Prerogative, Priviledge and Liberty (as 
they hath formerly obtained in this Nation.) 

«+ Diſcovering ile Peoples Right in Choice, Change, os Regula- 

tion of Governments or Governoars-: Tozuher - with the Ori- 

Linall of K ingly Power, and other Formts of Governmew.. 


1 


— — 


Propounded to the Conſideration, and pabbebed 
far the benefit of the PEO P LE of 
ENGLAND, 


By F. V. 


Tacit. 
| Privipan & Libertas res in 415 vciabiles. 


#6 LONDON, 2 
"© Printed by G. Dawſon for Giles Calvert at the fiyeo of 2 * 
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CHAP. I. | 
Diſcovering the diſtin Interefls of 
| King, a and People. 


| 52 r. I 
_ Of Prerogative or Kingly Intereſt, 


SF He Jatereſt of the King having advanced it ſelf in- 
oa a Principle of Diſtin#5on, Seperation, and Su- 
RP per 507 ity above the Intereſt of the People, is called 
reregative or Kingly greatnes ; Which is 2 T- 
ber or exuberance — out the ſtock of the Com- 
men wealth, partly through the weaknes and indulgence of 
People to their Kings and Raters, ( which hath been moſt e- 
minent in the Engliſh Nation) and partly through the - 
bition and luſt of Princes themiclves , who not conſideri 
their greatneſſe as in a principle of anion with the People, i, in a 
way of tendencie and ſubſerviencie to the Peoples good, have 
heightned themſelves beyond their due bonds, and framed a 
diſtinct Intereſt ot their own, dedly Swpream? Toad- 
vance this Intereſt, Kings and Princes have politiques, and 
Principles of their own, and certain-Srate- maxims, whereby 
they ſoare a loft, and walk in a diſtinct way of oppoſition to 
the Rights and Freedoms of the People; all which you may 
ſee in A achiavils Prince. | + 
Hence it is that Kings have been always jealous of the peo- 
ple, and have held forth their own 1ztereſt , as a Myſtery or 
| Riddle,not to be pried into by my underftandings's _ 
| DF. 1 ; the 


(3) 
the Preſelytes of this corrupt and tyrannous Intereſt have al · 
wayes ſerved it up. asa Sacred thing, a-thing as muchgbrve 
our reach, as it is truly and indeed againſt our Freadame t. 

So that. / gnorauce being the Mot henand Nurſe of B anduge, 
ſuch Principles have been watchfully obſerved, as have uſhe- 
red inany Light, or diſcovery ot the corruptneile of the Pre- 
rogative Intereſt; hence is it that cue Expoſi. ions of Parens 
uon Rom. 1 3. were cenſured and condeinned by tne. Court 
Party,as giving too much Liberty to Subjects, to reſiſt their 
Kings: and the Gene vah notes. upon Exod. I: v. 17. were 
diſiked by King james, becauſe they countenanced tne Mid- 
wives diſobedienct to the King; not, hut that the thing com- 
manded was unlawfull, but it was interpreted to open too 
great a gap to the ruine of this Intereſt, of which wee now 
ſpeak. 

F And yet ſome have not been wanting, who in times of 
greateſt hazard have adventured their own Freedomesas a Sa- 
crifice to the Pwblike 3 and have made forth diſcoveries of the 
corruption & rottenes of this oppreſſi ve Prerogative Intereſt, 
upon conſcientious grounds of Pablike Freedome, Though 
this hath been cenſured. hy the Porencie of that Intereſt 
which ir did oppoſe, as an offence no leſſe then piacular; And 
their Perſons loaded with calumnies of all ſorts, as being a fa- 
tien or Party of Levellers , as King James cals ſome ia his 
Star- chamber Speech. | 

And though we may poſſibly ſuppoſe that the corruption 
of this Intereſt, may be in ſome meaſare diſcovered. tothoſe 
that uſe it, and that Kings them(clves may ſuck in ſome pria- 
ciples of common Right and Freedome ; ſome glimmerings 
Whereof, ſeem to ſparkle in the writings of King Zames , yer 
their judgements are ſe over clouded by their Intereſts, that 
they doe not onely blinde cbernſelves , bur hoodwink ot herz; 
and all co cſtabliſh ht, which God himſelf purpoſes: to de- 
troy and overthrow. | 

For when Principles of light and knowledge ſhall be advan- 
ced amongſt men, they ſhall then ſcorn to be ſabje to the 
corrupt. Wils and Luſts of others : they ſhall know no Policie, 
but integritie and honeſtie ; Falſe intereſts ſhall tumble do vn 

e BEES | truth 


yo : (3) 5 
id x; eee ce, and Prerogative be wor- 


ried, as an n * TL in 
And if this were made out to Privces. them/elves , they 
would not onely prophae their own myſteries and make than 
common, bur ſacrifice their greatneſſe to the light of Truth, 
(which hath ſo often ſacrificed Trueh to it /elf) and ſtudy. 
which way to advance the 2 though in oppoſ 
tion to their . And if thi ſelf-denjing ſpirit were int 
them, and the power of Truth, the ay of worklly 
force and ſpoile would be prevented, and. the work rendered 
more cific to themſel ves and others, 


| | 81 0 T, II. 5 
Of Priviledge, or Parliament Intereft. 


F the voice of Common Right er Freedome could be heard 
mongſt Alen, the world would not be ſo deeply engaged 

in eienr, and diſtinct Parties, as they are but this is the 
miſery, The mindet of men being prejudiced with corrupt 
turereſts of one ſort or other, ànd pertinacioully adhearing to 
e ee. 
parxly chrough the inbred corruption within men, and par 
through hols provecations | which ( in the heat of conteſt) 
they meet with, from Intereſts which are at variance with 
their (for even truth it ſelf will juſtle its adverfaric in a 
narrow paſſe) Henep it is that ſome are Laid to be forthe 
King, fome for the Parliament, ſome for the. Aru. 
But is 7r#rh divided ? Is there not one common principle of 
Freedome, which(if diſcovered) would reconcile all; Tis true 
this Principle may be weakly and imperfeFly managed by the 
* Children thereof, but the miſcarriage. ( whether reall or ſap- 

poled) is not to be charged. upon the Principle it ſelf; And 
yet this is the practiſe of corrupt men, who take advantage 
fromcommon frailties in the proſecution of uſt things, to cry 
down the things, 7 hemſelves,and ſo to ſtrengthen their adhe- 
ſion to their own Intere Fs, though never ſo corrupt. 
The pureſt cjvill intereſf, is the Peoples, Freedome , which 
LO LCD e Oh 4 WD To gy ig 02 OCR 3" Re 5's , may 
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a faire dig pgs the 
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oratory 


doth wo? 

ſometimes in the fame kinde ry, tte Pe 

vant of the Church, whileft he exerciſeth rule 'and 7 — 
tion over it. 

Priviledge hath formed ir ſelf ton diſtin 2 as well 

as Preregatixe, and hath forgot its originall and Me, thinks 

it ſelf compleat without ſtperior or ecuall: Thus ha ie broke 


off it ſelf, from its ſtoc and like a ſuccour draws nour 
wy armed oder: here wt e e Fe, ö 

'and Prix edge wei athriving poſture, e Freedoms of that 

Peo rb tre e and feaneas being crop'd on both ſides. 

doe continue it tlieir p 5 place ad order, 

1 wi ole ends for which he 

ape, they turm aſide 


4 ” Tis true, eng geg rr . hore tis to their 


own place and ore gory. Br here, 4 
: Ne gory: Kay Dry thin g 8 . 
ä its place an on : + Tivile 0 
; conſidered ) as ini Libirncg.. 4 


To aſttnd beyond due and fchſüréd boynds, is no wa ä 
honourable but monſtrous,” as if the Ped org 0 grow out a, 
the Thighs, or the Hands u top of Head; this is a diſ- 
order and confaſion , and thus Pride is the wombe of dark=. 
pron which may be verified in Priviledge as wellas Preroga: 


1 true, Privilege hacha firgnger pla, a being — 


eween Parliament and people, muſt not bee diſcontinued, 
And yet this motion on the part is vent, not - 
ral: tor-Libersy ſhould not aſcend to Priviledge, but Pri- 
2 ſhould ſtogp downe to Liberty, as its (enter and 
Refs. | , 
Pri viledges may ſometimes mount ſo high, that Lien 
. cannot onely not follow, but is endangered by it. In this caſe 
we Privledge diſcontinues it ſelfe, and Lsberey caſts off howage 
and ſubjectfon thereto, ſuch Privi/edge is to be lop d off as 3 


We, 3 1055 
True priviledge of Parliament is this, in a principle of . 
nion With the peoples Right, an Immuait 2 to 
mind juſt things, and to proſecute impartiall grounds of righ- 
tecufneſſe and Trat other priviledges may be pared awayzas 
bearing no proportion with their Eud, but this (ball conti- 
nue as ſubſer vient unto Freedowe. | * 


SECT. 3. 
* 3 Liberty , en ibe Peoples Intereſt. | 


N every (ommon-wealth the intereſt of the . the 
True and Proper Intereſt of that C ommon- wealth; other 
Iutereſts have advanced themſelves, pretendedly to exalt 
Thus, and yet being once gotten into the Throne of Rule, 
they labour EEE indeed they bend their ut- 
moſt endeavour to overthrow It. | pF 
Pr erogative and.Priviledge Intereſts, (as formerly explai- 
ned in heir. corrupt notions) are altogether incoaſiſtent with 
True Freedome : Hence it is that there is an irreconcileable 
conteſt between Them, which will never ccaſe, till either 
Prerogativeand Priviledge be 4 up in Freedome, 
; ar 


miner reroyative: He which 
ana rar 


— he ave the beſt — 
Time and and thus Ziberry may 


be worthy ron 2 in the Aal, ind its Proſes 

| are bnefew.: Moſt nien give ap thernſelves-60 the oll 
ſts of Prerogarive and Prividedge a8 dens mote taking 

with ficth and blood. 

And when Liberty is once pur to the rout, it is not eafie to 
rally again, or to redeem it ſelfe; for ehe darleſt Dungeon is 
its Priſon, tis chained with oathes and ſervile bonds, yea and 
ide ſtrong bolts of humane Lewes doe keep it in ſubjection. 
Thus arc all things made ſure, with a Gr ve-ftene, a Saule, and 

_— 5 rides: in triumyb upon the backes of. 


"Alia for the re-entrance- of Freedom, : 

dec ber go impoſſible for it to ariſe from . 

— 22 trur and proper ſtate, if Gad — not 

e, and kugh the coumſels of men to ſcorn, yea and open 

Iron gates, and knock of the bolts, and lead North Fre- 
dime to open view, s the Angetdid Peter. 

In this deſigne God co- operates With Aan, and makes bj. 
wſtrumentall in the work, by clearing his principles, and ſtir- 
ring up his ſpirit. There eker, pe ee Freedome in the 
mindes of moſt, which oi d inaril ye deep, and are covered in 

the Darke, as a ſpark in the This ſpark is the image 
of Gedin che mind, which is indeed the Man, (tor the divine 
Image makes the Maw.) This Mes is hid in molt perſons, 
onely the T rant, the Beef, or the ſlaviſn principle appeares, 
and the whole bulk is hurried about by ä — an 
——— unde with the — 
God favours all we«k things, — 4 — — 
to tender ones, When under darkneſſe and ä 
order hereunto he layes the Axc to the root yo Tree , —_— 
b our weake principle, he hyes the foundation of 
' Freeaowe within us, and fo proceeds to blow np the fire, till 
the rome be too hot for unrighteouſneſſe and wrong. 

Thus TZyrauny being driven out of the Spiri, or Mind (is 


Koa — — 


ſureſt hold, — of hh & Refuge) tis hunted too 

_——— 
eee 

Ken, d af n Cn pd 


irs owns, that Mex may ſee and 


Be wi/e now therefore, Oyee Rigi, be inſtructed O yee 
Judges of the earth. Moſt of your we founded upon 
Selfe and are againſt che Lord, you eſtabliſh your ſelves ad 
your own greatnoſſe; your hands are againſt every one, and 
every ones hands againſt you, you have led Liberty captive. 
"Tis the voyce of God to you, 22 oppreſſed ger frea home 


| lightsarc borrowed from it. 7 ei 
Clog, or an Eclipſe to Freds. 1 ; 
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5 „ HAP. II. 
of the Peoples Right in the Choyce, Change, of Repoation of 
Goverum'nt, together with the originall of Kingly Power, 
an oiber Formes of Government, | . 


„IL Governments being fundamentally (as to Man) 
r ſexted in the People, Weir Maxine is a 80 


? 


4 
83 
£ 


* 


K Comnries, for the equall diſtribution of Faſticg to 
„„the whole, have voluntarily ſubmicted to ſeveral} 
Adminiſtrations and Formesot Government, either undet ons 
or y Rulers : ſo that Election, or Cenfent (ſerrivg-alide 
Titles by Gongueft ) are the proper ſource and Fonnt em 0 
ft Governments, Hence it is that the power of Ruler; is 

ut Minifteriall; and in order to the peoples good, which 


hath given occiſiom to thut known Maxime, That the ſafiy of 


abe people is the fugream Law. © 


From hence wee may fee the Reoſdx,, why ſome Goveine | 


ments are more or leſſe Free, VIE. according to the ud. f 
or neglect of Awncefoys in bargaining with the Princes, and 
ſetting limits to their Power. Some have (as it were) given up 


themſelves to the Wils of their Princes, and out of confidence 


of their inregritie have left tem to themſelves ,. Hot conſide- 


ring, that juſt men are liable to temprations, when they are in 


place and power; whichif it were poſſible tor them to avoid, 


yet Juſtice is not hereditary, nor goes by diſcent. Some Na. 


ions having been pinched with this inoovenience uv afrer- 
-wards ſerBounds and Lawes to their Ruler, according as 
T ly doth excellently deſcribe it. Lib. 2. de offic. Eads 


cenſtituendarum legum fuit cauſa, que Regum, pus enim ſen- 
Ne quæſtum eſt aquabile, utqus aliter eſſet pus, id ſc a nno 
| juſta , 


ſpoken to of late. The inhabitants of ſeveral}. 


; 
j 


 (s} 
juſto & bono wire conſequebaniar , rv wvant rententi, 
id mim contingerer,  Ligesſunr inuenta , gu cunmemane 
but tem per aus & cadem duale logucren tur. wry \ 
© Englifwrdthar, 


- 
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There is the fame reaſon for Laws; as there was for — r 
People have al yayes ſaught after Right or an cquall d iſtribur 
tion of tluugs, Which it they did abtain from one juſt and 
good man „ they were content there with; but when: they 
tailed thereof, Laws were found our, which ſpake one and 
the ſame thing to all men 
- Thoſe Nation which have been moſt ſtrict in preſcribin 
ſuch Rules, are moſt Free, ualctic in proceiſle of time, throug 
the oſcitancie af the prople, Princes have trampled upon 
their bounds, aud made them common; and in thus caſe, as 
good nono at all, as not obſctṽd . 
Theugh then Governments have been diverſifyed -accers - 
ding to che different tempers and apprehenſions : of their 
Founders, the People ; yer the Riſe of chem all, s Onẽ and the 
fame : So that what Tul attirmes of the originall of Aonar- 
«bj,or Kingly Government, may be ſaid: ofiall the reſt, his 
words are theſe, lib. a. de Otſic. Apyd majotes. nuſtros fru: 
ends juſtitia cauſa videutur olim bene morati Reges conſtitu- 
ti : han cum premerentur olim multitudo ab. iis qui ma jorts 

opes habebant, ad unum aliquem confugicbant virtutem præ- 

ſtaatem, qui cum prohĩiberet injuria tenuiores æquitate con- 
ſlituenda, ſummos cum infunis pari: jure retinebat. Iheieffuct 
of which in Kagliſh is obizs: Our Aacrſtorn fitft appoented 

Kings for the adminiftratian of juſtice: For when the malti- 

rude was oppreſſed by great >4 + mighty men, rkey-preſentdy. 


* 74 — one — VErrROons man, 
nby defended tbe poore from wrong and kept both poor-unthriclr = 
within the hounds of L quiiy. Aivinſtance of this kindeiwee | 
have in Herod: Clio, where the Aedes revolting trom the 4, 
rians Choſe one Deioces tor chair King, a man of ſuppoſed - 

a rt and Equuy ia preventing dilorders and abuics 7 
mongſt : 


(to 
—— 3 — as bad as the 
d:(:a(c, ſo that people were enforced to ſoełk protection mnder 
Feral Rulers, which they milled under One, Hence it came 
co paſſe that the Romans baniſhed their King and his Govern- 
ment together, and ſubmitted themſelves to another Forme. 
But at firſt they which ſubject themſelves to the govern- 
mem at One, may by che ſame reaſon ſubmit to way, which 
is Axiſtocracie, or may alter their government from one Form 
to another: For they that chooſe may change, provided it bee 
upon juſt and valuable grounds. Famous was the diſpute had 
before O ctavius ¶ aſar by two of his Favourites and Conn- 
cellort, about continuance or change of Monarchy, of which 
you may read in Dion. lib.z2. The ſtory is chis, When Ote- 
ius («ſar had by the Armes and ſucceſſes of his pr 4 
ſors and his own, reduced the world to peace, made a 
.complearconquelt of the great known part thereof, hee tool 
counſell wich Agrippa and Aeceras , ewe of his intimate 
friends, whether he ſhould maintaine the Empire and A- 
wercby in his own hands, gr reſigne it to the Senate and peo. 
ple of Rane; Agrippa makes an eloquent Oration ag 
Aloxarchy, perſ ) adiug him to ſurrender up the Go 
into the hand: of the Sexare, On the other ſide, Atacama 
perſwades che contrary , and pleads for Adoxarchy , whoſe 
counſel was followed by Cæſar, yer ſo, as that Agrippa was 
ſtill bonorably entertained and reſpected by him. From 
WhichStory we may obſerve two things. 5 — 
4. That Ati. manarchiralues is no crime at all, but a diffe- | 
rencean —— about an — Forme of Civill go- 
vernment : Tea great Stateſmen (inch as Agrippa) have gi 
ven in their judgements freely agaiaſt re vas. 
- e 


2. khat doperſwade and endeavour the alteration of Ge- 
vermute from one forms to another, huth bern the ſubject of 
the diſcourſe and aſtiun of wi/ewer,as we lee here in Agrippa. 

— — be a beauty in M enarciy, (dutiy ar- 


N 


| ( 11 ) 2 
eaſes may fometimes fall out, when Reaſon and Judgement: 
may not onely call for, but cnforce a change; A provocation: 


I muſt be call in Which if ie 
„ or not fo 7 — 
been peoRlifed by Nations. foo 
litios of a form, viz. by ing limits to choſe Relers,. 


op of a 

who have abuſed their Power, which under pain of guilt they 
may not excced ; For the whole body of the People is above 
their Ruler, whether one or more. 

Not to ſpend much time herein, I ſhal conclude this with the 
argument of the Bi/bop of Jurgen in the Conncel of Bast 
(which was in the reign of our Hexyy the 6*))wherediſputing | 
agrinſt the authority of the Poe above Councels, he urgeth this 
chat as K iag domi are and ought to be above Kings, . 
fo is aComncel above a Pope. So that former ages have had ſome 
light, is touching the and duty of a chiefe Ruler or 

ing and would have been able to deſcry the flattery of thoſe, 
who aſcribe fo much At qeſti. and Sacredneſſe either to At, 
er Mex. 5 | | 

For are not Ealers themſelves under 3 Lew ? are they not 
accountable for what they do? Are they not ſubje&to frailcies: 
like other men? Are we not all derived from one common 

Stock ?- Is not every man born free ?- When wee aſcribe ſo 
much to Man, wee detract from the praiſe and glory of: 


But as -weake as they are, they _ cadet, GC 

through the darkneſſe which is in us, when we our ſelves 

be raifed up to an inward glory, we ſhall then be able to judge- 

of that Afajefty and —_ 2 another, - 
1 „ | 


